Use of 1,25(OH)2-vitamin D3 in prevention of renal osteodystrophy: preliminary observations.
Hypercalcaemia regularly occurs when "prophylactic" 1,25-dihydroxyvitamin D3 (1,25[OH)2D3) in a dose of 1.0 microgram daily is given to haemodialysis patients without clinical biochemical or radiological evidence of osteodystophy. This dose is too large for such patients. Hypercalcaemia may persist for several weeks after withdrawal of 1,25(OH)2D3, particularly when previous attempts at control by dosage reduction have failed. Hypercalcaemia is better managed by stopping 1,25(OH)2D3, albeit temporarily, than by reducing the dose.